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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 289480 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 PA-02 PRS-01 USIE-00 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 SS-15 SP-02 
NSCE-00 /050 R 

DRAFTED BY EA/P:WMAGRUDER:EB 
APPROVED BY EA/P:WMAGRUDER 
EA - MR. OAKLEY 

059265 05201 1Z/43 

O 051933Z DEC 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 289480 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, XC, US 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE - U.S.- VIETNAM PARIS TALKS 

1 . FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR 12/5 DEPARTMENT 
BRIEFING. TOPIC NOT RAISED BY REPORTERS: 

Q. HAS A NEW DATE BEEN CHOSEN FOR THE THIRD ROUND OF 
U.S. -VIETNAM TALKS, WHICH WERE SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEGUN 
12/7? 

A. NO. WE ARE DISCUSSING WITH THE VIETNAMESE A NEW DATE. 

Q. BUT WHY DID THE VIETNAMESE ASK FOR A POSTPONEMENT ON 
SUCH SHORT NOTICE? 

A. THEY CITED "TECHNICAL REASONS" FOR THE POSTPONEMENT. 

THAT'S ALL WE KNOW, AND I AM NOT GOING TO SPECULATE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 289480 

Q. THEY STILL HAVE THE BRILLIG AND ITS CREW IN CUSTODY. 

DO YOU SUPPOSE THIS COULD HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH THEIR 
REQUEST? 

A. WE JUST DO NOT HAVE ANY IDEA AT ALL. 

Q. WHEN WOULD IT BE CONVENIENT FOR THE U.S. TO MEET IN 
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A RESCHEDULED THIRD ROUND? 

A. THAT’S WHAT WE'RE DISCUSSING WITH THE VIETNAMESE. 
OBVIOUSLY, IT HAS TO BE A MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME. 

I HAVE NOTHING BEYOND THAT. 

Q. BUT AREN’T YOU IRRITATED BY THIS LAST MINUTE POST- 
PONEMENT? 

A. WE HAVE NO REACTION ONE WAY OR THE OTHER. AS I SAID. 
WE ARE GOING TO RESCHEDULE THE TALKS WITH THE HOPE THAT 
THERE WILL BE PROGRESS TOWARDS NORMALIZATION IN THIS 
THIRD ROUND. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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